WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 
^^^M^ — 7 1- In a computeA network, a method of automatically 
^/yaeploying an applicatio\ to a policy recipient, comprising 'the 
steps of, maintaining an\ association between the application ^ 
and the policy recipient, \ determining a time to apply 
information of the application to the policy recipient, and 
making the application avapLlable to the policy recipient at 
that time, 

□ 2. The method of claim 1 wherein the policy recipient 



is a user, and wherein the step^ of determining a time to apply 
the application to the policv\ recipient includes the step of 
detecting that the user is logging on to the network. 

3. The method of claijt)^l\ wherein the policy recipient 
is a machine, and wherein the step of determining a time to 
apply the application to the policy recipient includes the 
step of detecting that the machinfe is connecting to the 
network • 



4. The method of claiiiL.1 wherein the step of 
determining a time to apply the application to the policy 
recipient includes the step of pollir^g machines in the 
network. 
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The method <Df claim 1 further comprising the steps 
of detecting a request\ to run the application, accessing the 
registry to locate the \application, and executing the 
application. 



6. The method of olaim 1 wherein the step of 
maintaining an association between the application and the 
policy recipient comprises! the step of storing a script in 
association with policy information for that policy recipient, 



7. The method of claim^ 6 wherein the step of storing a 
script comprises the step of maintaining a centralized 
directory of network objects 



8. The method of claim 1\ wherein the step of making the 
application available to the "po'lVcy recipient comprises the 
step of advertising the application as available. 



9. The method of claim 1 whetein the step of 
advertising the application a^available includes the step of 
adding an application shortcut to a user, prof ile . 



- 34 - 



10. The method dt claim 1 wherein the step of making the 
application available t<s> the policy recipient comprises the 
step of writing information to a registry associated with the 
policy recipient. \ 

11. The method of clWim 10 wherein the step writing 
information to a registry comprises the step of maintaining in 
the registry an associationVbetween the application and class 
identifier information. \ 



12. The method of claim 10 wherein the step^writing 
information to a registry comprises the step of maintaining in 
the registry an association between the application and a file 
extension. \ 

13. The method of claim 12 further comprising the steps 
of, detecting a user request to open a file, determining the 
file extension and accessing the registry to locate the 
application associated with the file \extension, and opening 
the file with the application. \ 

14. The method of claim 13 further comprising the steps 
of, determining if the application is locally installed, and 
if not installed, installing the application. 
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15. In a computet network, a method of automatically 
deploying an application to a policy recipient, comprising the 
steps of, generating a script having information therein 
corresponding to the application, associating the script with 
a policy, and applying the policy to the policy recipient by 
processing the script tl^ advertise the application as 
available thereto. 



16. The method of claim 15 wherein the policy recipient 
-s a user, and wherein the\ step of applying the policy to the 
policy recipient is performi^d as part of a user network logon 
process. 




u 



fn 



17. The method of claim-X^ wherein the policy recipient 
is a machine, and wherein the step of applying the policy to 
the policy recipient is performed as part of a re-boot process 
of the machine. 



18. The method of claim^IrS' wherein the step of 
associating the script with a polity comprises the step of 
maintaining the association in a ceptralized directory of 
network objects - 
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19. The method of claim 15 wherein the step of applying 



\ 



the policy to the policy rec t pi"g!Tt includes the step of adding 
an application shor\tcut to a user profile. 



20. The method \of claim 15 wherein the step of applying 
the policy to the policy recipient includes the step of 
writing information to\a registry associated with the policy 
recipient . 

21. The method of claim 20 wherein the step writing 
information to a registry comprises the step of maintaining in 
the registry an association\ between the application and class 
identifier information . 



22. The method of claim ^-0 wherein the step writing 
information to a registry compmses the step of maintaining in 
the registry an association betwi^en the application and a file 
extension. 



23. The method of cI 
of installing the applicati 




further comprising the step 
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24. In a compuner network, a system for deploying 
applications to policy recipients, comprising, a centralized 
store of policy objects, at least one of the policy objects 
having an advertise sdript associated therewith, the adverti 
script including application information of at least one 
application for assigning to policy recipients, and a 
mechanism for applying fLlicy objects to a policy recipient, 
wherein at least one of tthe policy objects applied to that 
recipient has the advertike script associated therewith, the 
mechanism processing the Script to advertise at least one 
application to the policy Recipient. 
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